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Buy Fresh Buy Local Chesapeake Chapter SUPPORTS House Bill 540, which will ensure that the University of
Maryland Extension includes two statewide extension agents dedicated to providing technical assistance and
training for urban farmers. The agents will specialize in production methods and crop management, and urban farm
and agribusiness management.

Urban farming in Maryland is a growing, valuable, and important element of Maryland’s economy.

Urban farmers have the unique and powerful opportunity to contribute fresh, local produce to areas of the state that
are often overlooked when thinking about agriculture. They are often smaller or community-run operations that
would benefit greatly from the expertise of UME so they can implement more effective and sustainable farming
practices, which in turn, would create a steady source of fresh, healthy food for the food insecure in urban areas,
reduce nutrient and pollution run-off into the waterways that surround urban areas, and would inject a sense of
community and connection to the natural world where there otherwise wouldn’t be. Buy Fresh Buy Local
Chesapeake is dedicated to uplifting and supporting urban farmers achieve these successes as a way to Save the
Bay and support all Marylanders.

The University of Maryland Extension should provide needed training and technical assistance for urban
farmers.

Farm service providers and farmers throughout Maryland name training and technical assistance as critical hurdles
for beginning urban farmers and impediments to growing the urban farming industry. This legislation will directly
address the needs noted by urban farmers through the responsibilities of new Extension agents — one focused on
production methods and crop management and the other focused on urban farm and agribusiness management.

The production methods and crop management Agent will provide education on areas including: planning and
scheduling crop planting and harvesting in urban areas; production management practices for controlled
environment agriculture systems; growing trials and production methods for crops grown in urban areas, including
specialty crops such as heritage vegetables, ethnic vegetables, herbs, microgreens, and cut flowers; propagation
and transplant production; training on good agricultural practices and organics certifications. The Agent dedicated
to Urban Farm and Agribusiness Management will provide education on areas including accounting and financial
management; identifying potential customers and business development; marketing; human resource management;
different business types and structures; land acquisition; insurance; and licensing and permitting.

Both agents will perform applied research while spending most of their time providing education directly to urban
farmers. In future years, the agents may change their offerings to adapt to the needs of Maryland’s farmers.
According to the legislation, they will provide additional training and technical assistance according to the interests
and needs identified through consultation with urban farmers. Urban farmers throughout Maryland will be the
drivers of new offerings and assistance from the University Extension Agents.



For these reasons, Buy Fresh Buy Local Chesapeake Chapter urges the Committee’s FAVORABLE report
on HB 540.



